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II Basic Harmony 

You recall that in the introduction we referred to the "high-ness" 
or "low-ness" of individual notes as pitch. The relationships 
between the notes and chords of music is called harmony. 

!h!. Concept 2£. Scale 

The fundamental concept in the harmonic (or "vertical") aspect 
of music is that of scale, which contains the notes that make up 
the melodies and chords of a given piece of music. 

The scales that we use today were known to the Greeks, who had 
discovered certain relationships by comparing the sounds produced 
by lengths of vibrating strings. They found that if the lengths of 
the strings were in the ratios of small, whole numbers, the resultant 
sound was pleasing to the ear, or "harmonious"; and if the strings 
were not in these ratios, the sound was irritating, or "discordant 11 .l

From their findings, they developed a series of tonal re lations 
that have come to serve as the basis of most of the music of western 
civilisation, including the flamenco guitar. Hence to understand 
the flamenco guitar, one must understand these relations. 

If we consider two notes of different pitch, we can conceive 
of the difference in pitch as a "distance", or Interval. 

Definition - an Interval is the musical "distance" in pitch 
between two different notes. 

Traditionally, only notes of certain pitches are used in music; 
e.g., the piano has white keys and black keys of different p·itches,
but it is not possible on that instrument to play a note whose pitch
is between those of two adjacent keys. Hence, intervals are struc
tured in terms of equal units called whole steps and half steps.
One of the strings of the guitar is tuned to a particular pitch
(A = 440 cycles per second), and the others are tuned relative to
that pitch.

Definition - A scale is a progression of single notes upwards 
or downwards in pitch, in half-step and whole-step intervals. 

(For example, the familiar "Do, Re, Mi, Fa, Sol, La, Ti, Do" 
that you are probably familiar with.) 

lThese probably came from their methods of tuning their 
lyres. 
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Chuck Keyser
The sounds are actually the notes at the open position.
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